
Lisa Hay
vīta est plēna rērum

difficilium: 
but Latin doesn’t have to be



‘desirable difficulties’ (R.A. Bjork)

In this session we will 

consider the importance of challenge in learning

look at how we can focus challenge effectively 

for learning in different ways



‘desirable difficulties’ (R.A. Bjork)

Retrieval strengthStorage strength

integration with 

related knowledge and 

skills, strength of 

schemata

accessibility – 
influenced by 
factors such as cues 
we give, recent 
study or exposure, 
priming etc



Visualisation

Language

Meaning
A toolkit for Latin

Culture

Critical 
engagement



Linguistic Map

Consideration of the student as active processor of language
Not a blank slate
Working with Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics
Interaction of L2 and L1 builds acquisition



Building on prior knowledge
Creating and strengthening links
Considering next steps

Building Schemata



Confident reading of sentences with 
adjectives

participles used 
adjectivally

participle phrases
Can it be too easy?



fluency
visualisation

inherent challenge
varied sentence structures
developing narrative



seeing the story
whole page awareness

reading aloud for meaning

intentionally introducing 
challenge for learning

My priorities

simple story is being ‘seen’ by 
students

differences between Latin and 
English (expectations)









Questions and thoughts
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